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understood as an acceptance of Aryan tendencies, for the Eigenkirchenrecht does
not seem to have been either denominational or national. Roman influences
were doubtless encouraged by the Church; but it is not true that by its adherence
to Roman law it reintroduced Roman culture to the Germans and familiarized
them with it. The fact that the Merovingian national church was " free of
Rome "y and that the lay aristocracy came more and more to control and to
disintegrate it, would certainly have tended rather to check such Romanization
in the seventh and the beginning of the eighth centuries. The influence of
the Roman Pope did not become important until after the great reform of the
church, which took place under the first Carolingians. Here the co-operation
of the new cultural factors is very plain, for though German civil law might be
lastingly influenced by the Church in such institutions as the right of free division
of property, freedom of testamentary disposal, and freedom of marriage, yet its
German institutions, such as patronage and mundium, suited it well. Roman
law did not always have the upper hand.
The subordination of the Church to the protection of the Prankish king
and its rich endowments in land made it possible for the royal ruler to use ecclesias-
tical property for state purposes. As the lay lords had been doing on a small
scale by virtue of their patrodmum^ so now the King claimed Church property
on a large scale and bestowed it on his followers and vassals; and thereby not
only were the latter rendered capable of royal, especially military, service, but
also this vast accumulation of Church lands became again economically useful
to the laity. The rise of the beneficial system, beginning in the sixth
century, was not decisively influenced by the Roman model, or by the ecclesias-
tical benefida. As in other directions, formations of a similar type already
existed in late Roman times, and parallel developments may also be observed
in the East Roman Empire. Yet the beneficial system of the early Middle Ages
emerged as an original and peculiar formation through the combination of the
two new cultural factors, German civilization and the Church. It was aided
by the internal political development of the Prankish kingdom from the middle
of the sixth century, and was connected with the social and economic changes
of the time, in the shape of the great estates. Charles Martel did not create
the beneficial system, nor was there any reform of military organization at that
period. The connection between vassallitium and leneficia was there from the
beginning, and had its counterpart in the German right of maintaining a comitatus.
Over and above its military purpose, the economic aims of the benefidwn now
for the first time became important.
The civilization of this pre-Carolingian period was not exclusively agrarian
and non-urban. The Roman towns did not perish in the storms of the migrations,
nor did the new German owners entirely avoid settling in them. In Italy, Spain,
and Gaul they remained the administrative centres of the surrounding territory,
and were of great economic importance as markets for trade and for the develop-
ment of a free industry. Industry did not completely collapse or pass entirely
into the hands of the omnipotent lords of the great estates, but only received
a new character under the Germans. Here as in the country, in the place of
the old autonomous administration by the community, there was some measure
of control by the town itself, embodied in the city count (Stadtgraf} appointed
by the king. Side by side with him the bishop rose to great power; after the
collapse of Roman rule the episcopate had increasingly become the mainstay